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The Vineyard DNA 
The Vineyard DNA - Part 1 

 
 
I. Introduction 
 

A. Psalm 115:3 (NAS)   “But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He 
pleases.” 

 
II. What Makes Up the Vineyard DNA? 
 
 A. The priority of worship. 
 

1. Matthew 22:36-37 (NAS)   36“Teacher, which is the great commandment in 
the Law?” 37And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 
WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
MIND.’” 

 
2. Hebrews 10:19-20 (NAS)   19Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence 

to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way 
which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh. 

 
a. In the Old Testament, your experience of God would be strictly 

through the Priest.   
 

b. The Presence of God was contained behind the veil, and you 
could never experience it! 

 
c. When Jesus died on the cross, the veil was torn from top to 

bottom! 
 

d. The “Pneumas” of God. 
 

  e. That’s our goal when coming to church! 
 

f. Psalm 22:3 (KJV)   “You inhabit the praises of Your people.” 
 
3. Hebrews 10:21-22 (NAS)   21And since we have a great priest over the 

house of God, 22let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. 

 
a. It softens our hearts again toward God, toward hurting people, 

people far from God, broken people, etc. 
 

b. Worship accomplishes things in our hearts that nothing else can! 
 

4. Hebrews 10:23-25 (NAS)   23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24and let us consider 
how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25not forsaking our 
own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 
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a. Psalm 87:2 (NAS)   The LORD loves the gates of Zion more than all 

the other dwelling places of Jacob. 
 

b. Without regularly experiencing God’s Presence, you will become 
more and more lukewarm! 

 
5. “How can I experience more of God’s Presence when I come to church?”   

 
  a. Prepare yourself to experience His Presence. 
 
   i. Prayer 
 

a.) Welcoming God to come! 
 

b.) For your heart to be ready to receive from God. 
 

c.) For you to be used by God that day! 
 

  b. Plan to get to church early! 
 

c. When the service begins, focus on Jesus! 
 
   i. That is a choice! 
 

ii. Sing to Him!   
 
B. The authority of the Bible. 
 

1. I Thessalonians 2:13 (NAS)   For this reason we also constantly thank God 
that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you 
accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of 
God, which also performs its work in you who believe. 

 
2. Unreliable “authorities” 

 
a. Culture 

 
i. Exodus 23:2a (NAS)   “You shall not follow the masses in 

doing evil.” 
 
  b. Tradition 
 

i. Mark 7:8 (NAS)   “You are neglecting the commandment of 
God, and holding to the tradition of men.” 

 
  c. Reason 
 

i. Proverbs 14:12 (NAS)   There is a way which seems right to a 
man, but its end is the way of death. 
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  d. Personal feelings 
 

3. The Bible is the only reliable authority! 
 
a. II Timothy 3:16-17 (NAS)   16All Scripture is inspired by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; 17so that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work. 

 
b. “I’m accepting the Bible as the final authority for every issue in my 

life!” 
 

c. “A Bible that’s falling apart usually belongs to somebody who is 
not.” (Charles Spurgeon) 

 
d. The bottom line question that Christians must always come back to 

when making decisions for their life is, “What does the Bible say?” 
 
C. A continual reliance on the Sovereignty and grace of God. 
 
 1. Augustine vs. Pelagius  
 

2. Pelagius: Adam’s choice to sin did not influence anybody else since then. 
There is no imputation of sin; no hereditary transmission of sin. The fall of 
man injured no one except Adam! 

 
a. Each baby born now has the same choice Adam had.  here is no 

sin nature or “old man.” 
 

b. “Why do we sin then?” Because sin is polluting the world and we 
pick it up, so we sin. But we don’t have to! 

 
3. Augustine: Adam’s sin affected everyone because Adam was our federal 

head! 
 

a. Romans 5:12 (NAS)   Therefore, just as through one man sin entered 
into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 
men, because all sinned. 

 
4. The constant call to moral perfection. 

 
  a. “The new breed” 
 

b. Become a church like the world has never seen 
 
  c. “Restoring the New Testament church” 
 

d. “The bride will be spotless, more powerful, better, holier, than ever 
before, etc.” 

 
5. A “formula” whereby God must respond 
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a. Psalm 115:3 (NAS)   But our God is in the heavens; He does 

whatever He pleases. 
 
 b. Charles Finney’s interpretation of revival 
 

i. “If we pray, fast, seek God, put off sin, etc., then God must 
bring revival!” 

   
ii. Pelagiunism 

 
  c. God is always the initiator! 

 
i. John 5:19a,b (NLT)   “The Son can do nothing by himself. He 

does only what he sees the Father doing.” 
 

III. Conclusion 
 
 
Upcoming Messages: 
 
2/23-24/2013 – “The Vineyard DNA – Compassion Ministry”  
3/2-3/2013 – “The Vineyard DNA – Part 2”  
 


