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3 Ps That Hinder Our Commitment to Christ 
 
 
I. Introduction 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “Let the person who cannot be alone beware of community. 
Let the person who is not in community beware of being alone.” 

 
II Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) 
 
Matthew 6:21 (NIV)  
 
In the quiet His voice travels a great distance, but in the noise it’s lost. 

 
II. Three Ps That Hinder Our Commitment to Christ 
 

Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV) 
The Temptation of Jesus 
1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2After fasting 
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter came to him and said, “If you 
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 4Jesus answered, “It is written: 
‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’” 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point 
of the temple. 6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 
‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so 
that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: 
‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high 
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9“All this I will 
give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away 
from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 11Then 
the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.  

 
A. Performance 

 
Matthew 4:3 (NIV)   The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell these stones to become bread.”  

 
B. Popularity 

 
Matthew 4:6 (NIV)   “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For 
it is written: ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up 
in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  
 
Galatians 1:10 (NIV) 

 
C. Possessions  

 
Matthew 4:8 (NIV)   Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9“All this I will give 
you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”  
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1. Acts 5:1-5 (NIV) 

Ananias and Sapphira  
 

2. Mark 10:17-22 (NIV) 
The Rich Young Man  
 
“Materialism leads us to justify spending on ourselves all that our income 
will bear. Christians are to learn to possess money and not be possessed 
by it. Wealth is to be channeled into ministries that serve people and 
spread the gospel. The pursuit of wealth as an end in itself, or the desire for 
luxury and personal indulgence are evidences of materialism. Christians 
must take a stand against the persistent idolatry of materialism that 
focuses on the material stuff of this world and not God.” (D. Glenn Saul)  

 
III. Conclusion 
 

Conviction = the power of God that helps us change 
Condemnation = the power of guilt that communicates we are unfit 
 
Not a Fan – Kyle Idleman 
 
Jesus is NOT looking for fans … 
He’s looking for followers. 
Followers who understand that … 
 
There is no forgiveness without repentance. 
There is no salvation without surrender. 
There is no life without death. 
There is no believing without following. 
 
“If your prayer life was heard by somebody outside of God, your private prayer life, or 
your devotional life was watched, or how you actually live were watched by someone, 
what would they conclude about the nature and character of God? What would they 
learn about God by observing your life or mine?” (Ravi Zacharias)  

 
 
Upcoming Messages: 
 
6/8-9/2013 – “To Know and Be Known” 
6/15-16/2013 – “Dads Who Make a Difference” 
6/22-23/2013 – “Signs of His Followers” 


