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Father’s Day Weekend 2013 
Dads Who Make a Difference 

Mario Fernandez 
 
 
 
I. Introduction 
 
II. Two Dads Who Made a Difference 

 
A. The father of the Prodigal Son 

 
1. He was open to change and willing to let go. 

 
Luke 15:12 (NIV)   “The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my 
share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.” 

 
2. He was a forgiving dad. 

 
Luke 15:17-19 (NIV)   17"When he (the son) came to his senses, he said, 
'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am 
starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.'”  

 
Luke 15:20-24 (NIV)   20”So he got up and went to his father. But while he 
was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21The 
son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22But the father said to his 
servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's 
have a feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.”  

 
B. The Father of the Son of Man 

 
Matthew 17:1-5 (NIV)   1After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John 
the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he 
was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became as white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with Jesus. 4Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here. If 
you wish, I will put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." 
5While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from 
the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to 
him!" 
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1. Three things every father needs to say to his kids: 

 
• I love you > This is my Son, whom I love 
• I am proud of you > With him I am well pleased 
• I believe in you > Listen to him 

 
III. Conclusion 
 
 
 
Upcoming Message: 
 
6/22-23/2013 – “Signs of His Followers” 
 


