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IDENTITY THEFT  
Lies You’ve Been Told … and How to Get Your Life Back 

LIES ABOUT GOD 
 
 

WATCH YOUR LIFE AND DOCTRINE 
 

I Timothy 4:16 (NIV) and II Timothy 4:3-5 (NIV) 
 

Anatomy of the first lie:  Genesis 3:1-5 (NIV)  
 
1. Doubt what God has said.  
 

And you will always find a reason!  
 

Here’s the lie:  GOD’S WORD ISN’T TRUE. 
 

The best way to overcome doubt:  Put your life in the hands of a godly friend. 
 

Hebrews 3:12-13 (NIV)  
 

2. Doubt God Himself. 
 

Here’s the lie:  GOD ISN’T GOD.  
 

So trust yourself. You can do it if you try ... and you can do it on your own, without God’s 
help. You can bypass God on the road of life, and in the end, you will be better for it.  

 
It’s godlessness. 

 
Here’s the lie:  GOD ISN’T NECESSARY. 

 
Here’s the truth:  Hebrews 11:6 (NIV)  

 
The consequences of the first lie:  Shame and more lying to cover the shame. 
 

Genesis 3:8-12 (NIV) 
 

Here’s the lie:  GOD LOVES ME LESS BECAUSE I’M A MESS. 
 

Yes, it’s a religious lie. Here’s the lie in a kinder, gentler form:  God helps those who help 
themselves.  

 
The lie is right there in Genesis. It’s the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. In other 
words, if you know what is good and do it, and if you know what is bad and don’t do it, 
you will become more like God—through your own efforts. 

 
Three facts:  
 
1. There are consequences to sin and bad decisions.   
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Whatever a person sows, that’s what they will reap. And there’s shame in that. So in one 
sense, it’s good to feel badly about the wrong things you do. Yes, everyone, religious or 
not, wants the criminal to feel remorse.  

 
II Corinthians 7:10-11 (NIV)  
 

2. “Godly sorrow”—true remorse—brings change.   
 

“Although the truth may ultimately set us free, first it makes us miserable.”  (Sandra Wilson) 
 

The truth:  THERE IS NOW NO CONDEMNATION FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN CHRIST JESUS. 
 
3. “Worldly sorrow” brings death.  
 

In other words, feeling bad by itself changes no one.  Our sorrow can’t just be about 
what we did, but about how we have no control over what we do—and how we can 
only change if God helps us. 

 
The First Commandment—Exodus 20:3 (NIV)  

 
Here’s the lie:  ALL RELIGIONS ARE ESSENTIALLY THE SAME. 

 
Here’s the truth:  THERE IS NO GOD BUT GOD.  

 
John 14:6-7 (NIV) and Acts 4:12 (NIV)  

 
The Second Commandment—Exodus 20:4-6 (NIV)  

 
An idol is a substitute God and at the same time a rejection of the true God.  

 
An idol is a lie we worship.  

 
Here’s the lie:  GOD IS WHATEVER YOU THINK. 

 
The Fourth Commandment—Exodus 20:8-11 (NIV)  

 
Why this commandment? Because nothing in life is ultimately up to you. Everything is by 
God’s grace. 

 
Here’s the lie:  I CAN SAVE MYSELF. 

 
Exodus 31:13-15 (NIV) and Proverbs 14:12 (NIV)  

 
Here’s the truth:  Titus 3:3-5 (NIV)  

 
 
Next Weekend’s Message: 
8/3-4/2013 – “Heaven and Hell in Your Head” (Identity Theft Series) 
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