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Fight to Win 
Biblical Healing 

 
I. Introduction 
 

A. Matthew 28:19 (NAS)  
 

B. Evangelical and Charismatic - - at the same time! 
 

II. The Traditional Charismatic/Pentecostal View of Healing 
 

A. Healing is guaranteed in the atoning work of Jesus Christ. 
 

B. There is a prominence of techniques and formulas in healing prayers. 
 

C. There is usually one individual healer (a great person of faith and power) over and against a healing 
church. 

 

1. In Kingdom language: There is an overemphasis on the “already” of the Kingdom to the neglect of the 
“not yet” of the Kingdom. 

 

III. Is Healing Guaranteed in the Atoning Work of Jesus Christ? 
 

A. This means there is a guarantee to each Christian of physical healing in the same way as forgiveness of sins 
is guaranteed. 

 

1. Matthew 8:14-17 (NAS)  
2. I Peter 2:21-24 (NAS)  

 

B. Some unfortunate results of believing that healing is guaranteed in the atoning work of Jesus Christ: 
 

1. When someone is not healed, the failure for that must rest on someone’s shoulders! 
a. The sick person is at fault. 
b. The ones praying for the sick person are at fault. 

 

2. In the Vineyard, we do not believe that healing is guaranteed every time we pray for somebody to get 
well. 

 

3. Our understanding is that the “not yet” of the Kingdom of God, represented by the second coming of 
Christ, means that we will not always experience healing in this world. 

 

4. While healing is part of the Kingdom introduced by the first coming of Christ, it is not a guaranteed part 
of the Kingdom! 

 

5. Many people in the New Testament continued to be sick even after the apostles prayed for them. 
a. II Timothy 4:20 (NAS)  
b. I Timothy 5:23 (NAS)  
c. Galatians 4:13-14 (NAS)  

 

6. In the Vineyard, we believe that healing, like every Kingdom benefit, comes in and through the cross of 
Jesus Christ. 

 

7. Our understanding of the two comings of Christ shapes our perception regarding what is guaranteed 
now and what is guaranteed only as a result of the second coming of Christ. 

 

8. We believe we can guarantee to all who come to Christ in simple trust and repentance, the 
forgiveness of sins 100% of the time without fail! 

 

9. We can make no such guarantee regarding physical healing. The benefit of physical healing brought 
into this age in the Kingdom ministry of Jesus is only partial, not total.  

 

10. Even those who do get healed will surely die if Christ doesn’t return first! 
 

IV. The Problem With Techniques and Formulas 
 

A. When healing is viewed as “guaranteed,” healing practices easily become formulaic and somewhat 
technique-oriented. 
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1. “If you do this (believe, positively confess, have enough faith, rebuke the devil, fast and pray, confess 
all your sins, etc.), then God must heal you.” 

 

B. Two major problems with this approach: 
 

1. We do not believe that God has promised or guaranteed perfect healing in this life. We also don't 
believe that God must heal. 
a. Psalm 115:3 (NAS)  
b. Romans 8:28 (NAS)  
c. God alone knows what is good and helpful. 

 

2. We see little biblical support for special techniques in the practice of healing. 
a. “For this physical problem we need to do this, and for that physical problem we need to do that.” 
b. In the Gospels, there is an amazing lack of predictable order or technique regarding healing! 

 
V. One Individual Healer vs. a Healing Church 
 

A. The whole church has been commanded to do everything Jesus commanded the apostles to do. 
 

1. Matthew 28:18-20 (NAS)  
 

2. John 14:12 (NAS)  
 

B. Certain people are more gifted in ministering healing to people, just as some people are more gifted in 
evangelism, teaching, prophecy, hospitality, leadership, etc., than others. 
 

1. But all of us are to fill the role! 
a. Role, gift, ministry 

 

C. Continual training is vital! 
 

1. Lots of us need to help train others in this if we’re ever going to have a healing church! 
 

VI. The “Agony of Defeat” 
 

A. The church that prays for the sick must be trained to deal with failure every bit as much as success. 
 

1. Nothing will stop a person from praying for the sick more readily than having no ability to deal with the 
regular experience of failure. 

 

2. Keep the “already” of the Kingdom of God in tension with the “not yet” of the Kingdom of God. 
 

B. Remember, healing is both partial and temporary! 
 

C. We don’t know all the reasons why some people are healed and some people aren’t. 
 

1. We know that healing is not the result of merit, or holiness, or personal worth. 
 

2. Sometimes Jesus does not tell us in this life why somebody remains ill. 
a. Deuteronomy 29:29 (NAS)  

 

D. Faith must be present to receive anything from God. 
 

1. Hebrews 11:6 (NAS)  
 

2. To obtain healing or anything else from God, we must believe that God is, that God is good, and that 
God will be good to us if we pray to Him! 

 

3. The exact proportions of faith and God’s activity are not always apparent. 
 

4. Always remember, praying for the sick is one of the most loving things we can do for them. 
a. As long as they feel loved, by God and you, after you've prayed for their healing, you've been 

"successful." 
 

VII. Conclusion 


