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Extraordinary 
Common Questions About the Holy Spirit 

 
 
I. Introduction 

 
A. John 7:37b-38 (NAS)   37“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38He 

who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers 
of living water.’”  

 
B. Genesis 1:2 (NLT)   The earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered the 

deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters.  
 
C. Luke 3:21-22 (NAS)   21Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also 

baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of 
heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.” 

  
D. Luke 4:1 (NAS)   Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led 

around by the Spirit in the wilderness.  
 
E. Luke 4:14 (NAS)   And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and 

news about Him spread through all the surrounding district.  
 
F. Luke 4:18 (NAS)    “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to 

preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the 
captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed.”  

 
 1. “Messiah” - - Anointed One   
 
G. Acts 1:8 (NAS)   “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 

 
H. John 14:16 (NAS)   “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that 

He may be with you forever.” 
 
 1. “Alos” - - “another of exactly the same kind” 
 

II. Common Questions About the Holy Spirit 
 

A. “Why doesn’t the Holy Spirit speak as clearly to me as He does to you?” 
 

1. I Samuel 3:7 (NAS)   Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, nor had the 
word of the LORD yet been revealed to him. 

 
2. I Samuel 3:9 (NAS)   And Eli said to Samuel, “Go lie down, and it shall be if 

He calls you, that you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for Your servant is listening.’” 
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 
3. Communication is simply the process of guiding somebody else’s 

thoughts. 
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4. Because God is infinite - - He’s able to guide people’s thoughts directly. 
 
5. I Samuel 3:19 (NAS)   Thus Samuel grew and the LORD was with him and 

let none of his words fail.      
 
B. “Isn’t this ‘guidance of the Holy Spirit’ something that’s reserved for ‘spiritual 

giants’ and not for people like me?” 
 

1. Numbers 22:28-31 (NAS)   28And the LORD opened the mouth of the 
donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you 
have struck me these three times?” 29Then Balaam said to the donkey, 
“Because you have made a mockery of me! If there had been a sword in 
my hand, I would have killed you by now.” 30The donkey said to Balaam, 
“Am I not your donkey on which you have ridden all your life to this day? 
Have I ever been accustomed to do so to you?” And he said, “No.” 
31Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 
the LORD standing in the way with his drawn sword in his hand; and he 
bowed all the way to the ground. 

 
2. The Holy Spirit will speak to every follower of Jesus - - no matter how 

spiritually mature, or immature, a person is! 
 
C. “Is there some special technique, or formula, or prayer I can use to get the Holy 

Spirit to do what I want?” 
 

1. John 3:8 (NAS)   “The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound 
of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  

 
III. Guidelines Concerning the Holy Spirit’s Promptings 
 
 A. Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit. 
 

1. We grieve the Holy Spirit when we knowingly choose to sin.   
 
2. We know that the Holy Spirit always leads us into the fruit of the Holy Spirit:  

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. 

 
3. We know that the Holy Spirit never contradicts the Bible. 

 
4. The Holy Spirit will generally lead us into serving, too. 

 
 B. Don’t quench the Spirit. 
 
  1. I Thessalonians 5:19 (NAS)   Do not quench the Spirit.  

 
2. Galatians 5:16 (NAS)   But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry 

out the desire of the flesh. 
 
IV. Conclusion 
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Upcoming Messages: 
 
2/15-16/2014 – “Generation to Generation” 
2/22-23/2014 – “Being a People of the Bible” 


