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Touched by the Throne 
Jonathan, the Heart of a Friend 

 
 
 
I. Introduction  
 

A. “We live in the most technologically connected time the world has ever 
witnessed, and yet the effects of this leaves many with a fractured sense of 
intimacy.” (Shane Hipps) 
 
1. John 15:13-15 (NLT)   
 
2. I Samuel 18:1-4 (NLT)  

 
B. The Greek philosopher Aristotle said, “Without friendships no one would choose to 

live, even if they had all other good things in life.” 
 

C. C.S. Lewis said, “I have no duty to be anyone’s friend and no man in the world 
has a duty to be mine. No claims, no shadow of necessity. Friendship is 
unnecessary, like philosophy, like art, like the universe itself (for God did not need 
to create). It has no survival value; rather it is one of those things which give value 
to survival.” 

 
D. The 19th century American writer Elbert Hubbard said, “A friend is the person who 

knows all about you and still loves you.” 
 

E. Len Wein, who created Marvel Comics’ Wolverine, said, “A friend is someone 
who is there for you when he would rather be anywhere else.” 

 
F. Friends make life worth living. Friends move us past survival and towards the 

experience of life as it was meant to be lived. 
 

G. Now, both of these extremes are expressions of pride.  
 

II. Christian friends make friendship with God their first priority.  
 

A. They had the same passions in life. The same goal, the same aim. 
 

B. C.S. Lewis said, “The issue of friendship is not do you love me, the issue of 
friendship is do you see the same truths as I do? Are you caught up with the same 
passions? Do you have the same goal in life as I do? Are you caught up with the 
same love as I am?” 

 
1. I Samuel 23:16 (NLT)  

 
III. A Christian friend aims to love their friend as they love themselves.  
 

A. I Samuel 18:1; 3 (NIV) (NLT)  
 

B. I Samuel 20:17 (NASB)  
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C. Mark 12:29-31 (NLT)  
 

D. Mark 8:34-35 (NASB)  
 

E. “We need to affirm what we are by way of creation and we need to deny what 
we are by way of the fall.” (John Stott) 

 
IV. Christian friends are willing to sacrifice themselves for their friends. 
 

A. I Samuel 18:4 (NASB)  
 
B. John 15:12-13 (NLT)  

 
C. Philippians 2:6-8 (NLT)  

 
V. Christian friends demonstrate loyalty -- both privately and publicly. 
 

A. I Samuel 18:3 (NASB)  
 

B. Jonathan and David swore mutual loyalty to one another. 
 

1. I Samuel 19:4 (NASB)  
 

VI. Christian friends extend their friendship to their friends’ children.  
 

A. I Samuel 20:42 (NLT)  
 

VII. Conclusion 
 


