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Wisdom for Living 
Relating Wisely to Others 

 
 
 
I. Introduction 
 

A. James 3:18 (NLT)   And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of 
righteousness. 

 
1. Galatians 6:7 (NAS)   Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, 

this he will also reap.  
 
B. James 3:13 (NAS)   Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior 

his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 
 
C. James 3:14-16 (NAS)   14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be 

arrogant and so lie against the truth. 15This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but 
is earthly, natural, demonic. 16For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and 
every evil thing. 

 
II. How to Relate Wisely to Others 
 

A. By acting with integrity 
 

1. James 3:17 (NAS)   But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  

 
2. Proverbs 10:9a (NAS)   He who walks in integrity walks securely. 

 
B. By working at maintaining harmony 
 

1. James 3:17 (NAS)   But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 

  
2. What causes arguments? 

 
  a. Comparing 
 
  b. Condemning 
 
  c. Contradicting 
 
C. By being gentle 
 

1. James 3:17 (NAS)   But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 

 
2. Proverbs 15:1 (NAS)   A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 
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D. By being willing to yield to others 
 

1. James 3:17 (NAS)   But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  

 
2. Proverbs 12:15 (NAS)   The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who 

listens to counsel. 
 
E. By not emphasizing other people’s mistakes 
 

1. James 3:17 (NAS)   But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  

 
2. Proverbs 17:9 (NAS)   He who conceals a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats a 

matter separates intimate friends. 
 
 3. James 2:13b (NAS)   Mercy triumphs over judgment. 
 
F. By not covering up my own weaknesses 
 

1. James 3:17 (NAS)   But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  

 
2. Proverbs 28:13 (NAS)   He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who 

confesses and forsakes them will find compassion. 
 

III. How Do I Obtain Wisdom? 
 

A. James 1:5 (NAS)   But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him. 

 
B. Colossians 2:3 (NLT)   In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 
IV. Conclusion 
 


