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The Extraordinary Church 
A Thoroughly Converted Church 

 
 
I. Introduction 
 

A. Acts 9:1-19 (NAS)    
 
II. Truths About Anyone’s Conversion to Jesus Christ 
 

A. Both religious and irreligious people need to be converted. 
 
1. Philippians 3:4-6 (NAS)   4Although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind 

to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 5circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the 
righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 

 
B. God initiates all Christian conversions. 

 
1. Acts 9:1-2 (NAS)   1Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 

high priest, 2and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging 
to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

 
2. Acts 9:3-9 (NAS)   3As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light 

from heaven flashed around him; 4and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting Me?” 5And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are 
persecuting, 6but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.” 7The men who traveled 
with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his 
eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus. 9And he 
was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

 
C. God prepares people for Christian conversion. 

 
1. Acts 26:14 (NAS)   “And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew 

dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’” 
 

III. The Marks of a True Christian Conversion 
 

A. An encounter with the Person of Jesus 
 

B. A surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
 
1. Acts 9:5 (NAS)   And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.” 
 

C. A desire to participate with Christ’s Body 
 
1. Acts 9:4-5 (NAS)   4And he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting Me?” 5And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.” 
 
2. Acts 9:17 (NAS)   “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, 

has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
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D. A calling to the cause of Christ 
 
1. Acts 9:15-16 (NAS)   15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name 

before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16for I will show him how much he must suffer for My 
name’s sake.” 

 
2. Every Christian conversion involves three things: 
 

a. A new relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
b. A new relationship with the people of Christ.  
 
c. A new calling under Christ. 
 

IV. Conclusion 


