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Worship:  The Heart of the Matter 
Matt Turrigiano 

 
 
I. Introduction 
 

A. Why worship?  
 
B. Worship focuses our attention on God and His activities.  
 
C. What ultimately matters is God and His activity.  

 
1. Romans 4:4-5 (TMSG)   4If you’re a hard worker and do a good job, you deserve 

your pay; we don’t call your wages a gift. 5But if you see that the job is too big for 
you, that it’s something only God can do, and you trust him to do it—you could 
never do it for yourself no matter how hard and long you worked—well, that 
trusting-him-to-do-it is what gets you set right with God, by God. Sheer gift. 
 

D. This is a lesson central to the formation of your heart.  
 
II. Worship means to surrender to something, to fall down in submission, to attach your heart 

to something. 
 
A. “Addiction is nothing other than being lured into worshipping something or someone other 

than the living God.” (Don Williams) 
 
B. “Worship money and you will become a greedy person. Worship sex and you will become 

a lustful person. Worship power and you will become a corrupt person. Worship Jesus 
and you will become a Christ-like person.” (Don Williams) 

 
C. We become like the object of our worship.  
 
D. The goal of becoming a Christian is converting the object of our worship.  

 
1. 2 Samuel 6:1-5 (NLT)   1Then David again gathered all the elite troops in Israel, 

30,000 in all. 2He led them to Baalah of Judah to bring back the Ark of God, 
which bears the name of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, who is enthroned 
between the cherubim. 3They placed the Ark of God on a new cart and brought it 
from Abinadab’s house, which was on a hill. Uzzah and Ahio, Abinadab’s sons, 
were guiding the cart as it left the house, 4carrying the Ark of God. Ahio walked in 
front of the Ark. 5David and all the people of Israel were celebrating before the 
LORD, singing songs and playing all kinds of musical instruments—lyres, harps, 
tambourines, castanets, and cymbals. 
 

III. Worship from the heart involves the presence of Christ. 
 

A. Atonement makes it possible for sinful people to meet with God.  
 



2 
Macintosh HD:Users:Gtrifanoff:Documents:VCNP:Worship The Heart Of The Matter PPT Outline.Doc 
6/12/2015 

	  

 
IV. Worship from the heart also involves celebration. 
 

A. 2 Samuel 6:5 (NLT)   David and all the people of Israel were celebrating before the 
LORD, singing songs and playing all kinds of musical instruments—lyres, harps, 
tambourines, castanets, and cymbals. 

 
B. “The great faiths of the world including Buddhism and Islam do not understand the 

access to God that we Christians enjoy. The clearest proof of this is the simplest. It lies in 
the hymns of Christian worship. A Buddhist temple never resounds with the cry of praise. 
Muslim worshippers never sing for joy in a mosque. Their prayers are at their highest - 
prayers of submission and of request. They seldom reach the joyful note of thanksgiving. 
They are never jubilant with the sounds of the forgiven. By contrast, whenever Christian 
people come together, it is almost impossible to stop them singing. The Christian 
community is a community of celebration.” (John Stott) 
 
1. 2 Corinthians 6:10 (NIV)   Sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making 

many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
 

V. Worship from the heart involves obedience. 
 

A. 2 Samuel 6:6-7 (NLT)   6But when they arrived at the threshing floor of Nacon, the oxen 
stumbled, and Uzzah reached out his hand and steadied the Ark of God. 7Then the 
LORD’s anger was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him dead because of this. So 
Uzzah died right there beside the Ark of God.  

 
B. You begin to believe that what God is doing through you is a substitute for what God 

wants to do in you. 
 
1. Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV)   21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 

the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 
23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’” 

 
VI. Worship from the heart always involves mystery.  
 

A. Romans 2:4 (NLT)   Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with 
you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn 
you from your sin? 

 
“To speak of friendship with God can sound so cozy and consoling, as if we are all 
snuggling up to God; however, there is no riskier vulnerability than to live in friendship 
with God, because every friendship changes us, because friends have expectations of 
each other, and because friends are said to be committed to the same things …. There 
may be grace and glory in being a friend of God, but there is also clearly a cost.” (Paul 
Wadell) 
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B. 2 Samuel 6:8-11 (NLT)   8David was angry because the LORD’s anger had burst out 

against Uzzah. He named that place Perez-uzzah (which means “to burst out against 
Uzzah”), as it is still called today. 9David was now afraid of the LORD, and he asked, 
“How can I ever bring the Ark of the LORD back into my care?” 10So David decided not to 
move the Ark of the LORD into the City of David. Instead, he took it to the house of 
Obed-edom of Gath. 11The Ark of the LORD remained there in Obed-edom’s house for 
three months, and the LORD blessed Obed-edom and his entire household.  

 
C. 2 Samuel 6:12 (NLT)   Then King David was told, “The LORD has blessed Obed-edom’s 

household and everything he has because of the Ark of God.” So David went there and 
brought the Ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the City of David with a great 
celebration. 

 
VII. Conclusion 
 


