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You Make Me Crazy 
Wisdom in Relationships 

 
 
 
I .  Introduction 
 

A. James 3:13-16 (NLT)   13If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living an 
honorable life, doing good works with the humility that comes from wisdom. 14But if you are 
bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth with 
boasting and lying. 15For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things 
are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. 16For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, 
there you will find disorder and evil of every kind. 

 
B. James 3:17 (NLT)   But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle 

at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no 
favoritism and is always sincere. 

 
C. “Wisdom” is a way of relating!  
 
D. James 3:18 (NLT)   And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest 

of righteousness. 
 
II .  Wisdom in Relationships  
 

A. Wisdom from above is pure. 
 

1. Jeremiah 17:9 (NAS)   “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who 
can understand it?” 

 
2. Ephesians 4:25a (NLT)   So stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors the truth. 
 
3. If I want to be wise in my relationships, I won’t compromise my integrity! 
 
4. Proverbs 2:7 (NLT)   He grants a treasure of common sense to the honest. He is a shield to 

those who walk with integrity. 
 

B. Wisdom from above is peace loving. 
 

1. If I want to be wise in my relationships, I won’t antagonize your anger! 
 
2. Proverbs 20:3 (NLT)   Avoiding a fight is a mark of honor; only fools insist on quarreling. 
 
3. In relationships, never: 
 

a. Compare 
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b. Condemn 
 
c. Contradict 
 

4. “Wisdom is the art of knowing what to overlook.” (William James) 
 

 
C. Wisdom from above is gentle at all times. 

 
1. James 3:17a (NLT)   But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, 

gentle at all times. 
 
2. Philippians 4:5 (NLT)   Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you do. Remember, 

the Lord is coming soon. 
 
3. Two common mistakes in relationships: 
 

a. We react to what people say and ignore how people feel. 
 

i. Romans 15:2 (NLT)   We should help others do what is right and build them up in 
the Lord. 

 
b. We invalidate any feelings that we don’t feel ourselves! 

 
4. If I want to be wise in my relationships, I won’t minimize your feelings! 
 
5. Proverbs 15:4a (NLT)   Gentle words are a tree of life. 

 
III .  Conclusion 
 


