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What’s Your Name? 
Matt Turrigiano 

 
 
I. Introduction 

 
A. We make commitments when we are strong that force us to take certain actions even when we’re weak. 
 
B. God can be experienced every day! 

1. Genesis 32:22-30 (NLT) 
 
C. Transformation only happens when we deliberately make the effort to experience God. 
 
D. Being a Christian is experiencing God’s love for us. 
 
E. Experience is essential in the Christian life. 

 
II. What Keeps Us From Experiencing God? 
 

A. Sometimes God comes in unexpected ways. 
1. 1As Jacob started on his way again, angels of God came to meet him. 2When Jacob saw them, he exclaimed, 

“This is God’s camp!” So he named the place Mahanaim.” - Genesis 32:1-2 (NLT) 
2. This left Jacob all alone in the camp, and a man came and wrestled with him until the dawn began to break. - 

Genesis 32:24 (NLT) 
 
B. Sometimes God comes in weird ways. 

1. God’s highest priority is not to make you or me feel comfortable. His highest priority is to make you 
and me more Christ-like. 

 
C. God comes in sovereign ways. 

1. “The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or 
where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.” - John 3:8 (NLT) 

 
III. When Do We Experience God? 
 

A. We experience God when we experience change. 
1. We ask ourselves a very basic question, “Am I enough?” 

 
B. We experience God when our problems are too big for us. 

1. Genesis 32:6-12 (NLT) 
2. The struggles, challenges and problems we face are all invitations to us to experience more of God 

and to pray. 
 
C. When we experience times of wrestling with God. 

1. During the night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two servant wives, and his eleven sons and crossed 
the Jabbok River with them. - Genesis 32:22 (NLT) 

2. This left Jacob all alone in the camp, and a man came and wrestled with him until the dawn began to break. - 
Genesis 32:24 (NLT) 
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3. 24This left Jacob all alone in the camp, and a man came and wrestled with him until the dawn began to break. 
25When the man saw that he would not win the match, he touched Jacob’s hip and wrenched it out of its 
socket. 26Then the man said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking!” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless 
you bless me.” - Genesis 32:24-26 (NLT) 

 
D. We experience God when we commit to ruthless self-honesty. 

1. “What is your name?” the man asked. He replied, “Jacob.” - Genesis 32:27 (NLT) 
 
IV. Conclusion 
 

A. Are you committed to Jesus and to experiencing Him? 


