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God Is Love 
Fatherly Love 

Matt Turrigiano 
 
I. Introduction 
 

A. We have all kinds of fathers today. 
 

1. Absent fathers 
 

2. Incompetent fathers 
 
II. Thankfully, the Bible Does Give Us a Portrait of a Perfect Father. 
 

A. 1 John 4:8 (NIV)   Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
 

B. 1 John 3:1-3 (NLT)   1See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is 
what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children because 
they don’t know him. 2Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we 
will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he 
really is. 3And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as he is pure. 

 
C. John 1:12 (NLT)   But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of 

God. 
 

D. Galatians 3:26 (NLT)   For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 

1. The way we become sons and daughters of God is by choosing to trust in God’s Son, 
Jesus. 

 
III. The Incredible Privilege of Calling God, “Father” 
 

A. It is extraordinarily unusual to call God Father outside of Christianity. 
 

B. Abba means father, dad or daddy. 
 

1. Romans 8:15 (NLT)   So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, 
you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, 
Father.” 

 
2. 1 John 3:1(NLT)   See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that 

is what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s 
children because they don’t know him. 

 
IV. Our Father in Heaven Is a Generous Father. 
 

A. Matthew 7:11 (NLT)   “So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.” 

 
B. Ephesians 1:7-8 (NLT)   7He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the 

blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8He has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and 
understanding. 

 
1. When you come to Christ, you receive the forgiveness of your sins. 

 
2. The Father reconciled us to Himself. 
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3. God our Father adopts us into His family as His sons and daughters. 

 
C. 1 John 3:2 (NLT)   Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we 

will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he 
really is. 

 
1. As you turn your heart to your Abba, Father, you get to reflect out to the world the love 

and goodness and grace of God. 
 
V. The God Who Jesus Revealed to Us Is an Affectionate Father. 
 

A. Hosea 11:1-4 (NIV)   1“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 2But the 
more they were called, the more they went away from me. They sacrificed to the Baals and they burned 
incense to images. 3It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did not 
realize it was I who healed them. 4 I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love. To them I 
was like one who lifts a little child to the cheek, and I bent down to feed them.” 

 
B. Luke 15:18-19 (NASB)   18’I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 

against heaven, and in your sight; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your 
hired men.”’ 

 
C. Luke 15:20 (NIV)   ”So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father 

saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and 
kissed him.” 

 
D. Romans 5:5 (NLT)   And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves 

us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 
 

1. The experience of God’s love is the result of the experience of God’s Spirit. 
 

2. The place of the Holy Spirit’s activity is chiefly in the heart. 
 

3. To feel the Holy Spirit’s presence is to feel our Father’s affectionate love. 
 
VI. Conclusion 


