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FINISHING WELL 
Mario Fernandez 

 
 
Introduction 
 
A. Finishing Our Spiritual Journey Well 
 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (NIV)   6For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my 
departure is near. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Now 
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me 
on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

 
Exodus 29:38-41 (NLT)   38“These are the sacrifices you are to offer regularly on the altar. Each day, 
offer two lambs that are a year old, 39one in the morning and the other in the evening. 40With one of 
them, offer two quarts of choice flour mixed with one quart of pure oil of pressed olives; also, offer one 
quart of wine as a liquid offering. 41...It will be a pleasing aroma, a special gift presented to the LORD.” 

 
1. 3 succinct statements of completion 

 
2 Timothy 4:7 (NIV)   I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. 

 
B. Three Important Principles About Finishing Well 
 

1. Fight the good fight 
 

a. The Kingdom of God is at war with the kingdom of darkness. 
 

 Ephesians 6:10-12 (NIV)   10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
 power. 11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the 
devil’s schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 
b. Every good soldier must have a tenacious attitude. 

 
Acts 20:22-24 (NIV)   22“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, 
not knowing what will happen to me there. 23I only know that in every city the Holy 
Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24However, I consider my 
life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the 
Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.” 
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2. Compete and finish the race 
 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 (NIV)   24Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only 
one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25Everyone who competes in the 
games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a 
crown that will last forever. 26Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not 
fight like a boxer beating the air. 27No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that 
after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

 
a. We should run to win. 

 
 1 Corinthians 9:24b (NIV)   …all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?  Run 
in such a way as to get the prize. 

 
b. Completing our race well requires restraint. 

 
 1 Corinthians 9:25 (NIV)   Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict 
training. …we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 

 
 1 Corinthians 9:26-27 (NIV)   26Therefore I do not run like someone running 
aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. 27No, I strike a blow to my body 
and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 
disqualified for the prize. 

 
 1 Corinthians 9:26 (MSG)   I don't know about you, but I'm running hard for the 
finish line. I'm giving it everything I've got. No sloppy living for me! 

 
3. Hold on to the gospel of our salvation 

 
2 Timothy 4:7c (NIV)   …I have kept the faith. 

 
CONCLUSION 


