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Does Prayer Really Matter? 
The Agony of Unanswered Prayer 

 
I. Introduction 
 
II. The Agony of Unanswered Prayer 
 

A. Sometimes our prayer request is “off,” and in those times, God may be saying, “No.” 
 

1. Matthew 17:4 (NLT)   Peter blurted out, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be here! If you want, I’ll make three 
shelters as memorials—one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

2. Matthew 20:21 (NLT)  “What is your request?” he asked. She replied, “In your Kingdom, please let my two 
sons sit in places of honor next to you, one on your right and the other on your left.” 

3. Luke 9:54 (NLT)   When James and John saw this, they said to Jesus, “Lord, should we call down fire from 
heaven to burn them up?” 

4. God always reserves the right to say, “No.” 
5. Prayer is not an incantation! 
6. Prayer is talking with a very, very wise Person! 
7. “Lord, change him/her!” 
8. Relational brokenness is one of the primary blockers to prayer! 
9. Matthew 6:14-15 (NLT)   14“If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive 

you. 15But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.” 
 

B. Sometimes, the timing of our prayer request is wrong, and then God may say, “Not yet.” 
 

1. Isaiah 40:31 (NAS)   Yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; they will mount up with 
wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary. 

2. II Peter 3:8-9 (NAS)   8But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is 
like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

3. “God is never late, but He is rarely early!” 
4. God’s main will for your life is that you become the kind of person He can empower to do whatever 

He wants you to do! 
5. God’s will for my life is mainly about the kind of person that I become! 

 
C. Sometimes there’s something off in me, and God will say, “I want you to grow!” 

 
1. Isaiah 59:2 (NLT)   It’s your sins that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away 

and will not listen anymore. 
2. Proverbs 11:24-25 (NAS)   24There is one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, and there is one who 

withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in want. 25The generous man will be prosperous, and he 
who waters will himself be watered. 

 
D. Sometimes people ask for really good things with really good hearts, and their prayer doesn’t get 

answered. And I don’t know why. 
 

1. At the heart of the gospel is an unanswered prayer. 
2. Matthew 26:39 (NLT)   “My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet I 

want your will to be done, not mine.” 
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3. But, from that unwanted, unmerited suffering, came the hope of the world that remade history! 
4. In the cross, God’s “No” to His Only Son was turned into God’s “Yes” to every human being who 

ever lived. 
 
III. Conclusion 


