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Mastering Life 
A Life of Danger 

 
 
 
I. Introduction 
 

A. Luke 4:18-19 (NLT)   18“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good 
News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, 
that the oppressed will be set free, 19and that the time of the LORD’s favor has come.” 

 
B. Luke 4:20-21 (NLT)   20He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down. All 

eyes in the synagogue looked at him intently. 21Then he began to speak to them. “The Scripture 
you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!” 

 
1. Jesus was a dangerous Guy!   

 
C. Mark 1:15 (NAS)   “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 

gospel.” 
 

1. The Israelites were living in the “kingdom of Rome.” 
 
D. Zealots   
 

1. Zealots were dedicated to bringing in the “Kingdom of God” by overthrowing the 
Romans!   

 
E. Luke 6:13-15 (NLT)   13At daybreak he called together all of his disciples and chose twelve of them to 

be apostles. Here are their names: 14Simon (whom he named Peter), Andrew (Peter’s brother), James, 
John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15Matthew, Thomas, James (son of Alphaeus), Simon (who was called 
the zealot). 

 
F. Essenes  
 

1. The Essenes believed that the “Kingdom of God” would come when a group of people 
had withdrawn from society and become “pure” - - because society had become so 
corrupt.   

  
G. The Sadducees  
 

1. The Sadducees were only interested in the “here and now.”  
 
1. You can get mad - - you can hate everybody and be hostile and attack. (Zealots) 
2. You can withdraw into your own little commune and try to be pure. (Essenes)  
3. You can say, “I don’t think things will ever be any different, so I’m going to get 

everything I can while I’m here.” (Sadducees) (pg. 11) 
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H. Matthew 8:7-10 (NLT)   7Jesus said, “I will come and heal him.” 8But the officer said, “Lord, I am not 
worthy to have you come into my home. Just say the word from where you are, and my servant will 
be healed. 9I know this because I am under the authority of my superior officers, and I have authority 
over my soldiers. I only need to say, ‘Go,’ and they go, or ‘Come,’ and they come. And if I say to my 
slaves, ‘Do this,’ they do it.” 10When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. Turning to those who were 
following him, he said, “I tell you the truth, I haven’t seen faith like this in all Israel!” 

 
I. Matthew 5:39 (NLT)   “But I say, do not resist an evil person! If someone slaps you on the right cheek, 

offer the other cheek also.” 
 

J. Matthew 5:41 (NLT)   “If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it two miles.” 
 

K. Matthew 8:2-3 (NLT)   2Suddenly, a man with leprosy approached him and knelt before him. “Lord,” 
the man said, “if you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean.” 3Jesus reached out and 
touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be healed!” And instantly the leprosy disappeared. 

 
L. Matthew 22:16 (NLT)   They sent some of their disciples, along with the supporters of Herod, to meet 

with him. “Teacher,” they said, “we know how honest you are. You teach the way of God truthfully. 
You are impartial and don’t play favorites.” 

 
M. Matthew 22:17 (NLT)   “Now tell us what you think about this: Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or 

not?” 
 

N. Matthew 22:18-19a (NLT)   18“You hypocrites!” he said. “Why are you trying to trap me? 19aHere, 
show me the coin used for the tax.” 

 
O. Matthew 22:19b-20 (NLT)   19bWhen they handed him a Roman coin, 20he asked, “Whose picture 

and title are stamped on it?” 
 
P. Matthew 22:21 (NLT)   “Caesar’s,” they replied. “Well, then,” he said, “give to Caesar what belongs to 

Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God.” 
 

Q. Bringing the Kingdom of God happens through love!   
 
R. The world needs a church of people who love like Jesus did!   
 

II. Conclusion 
 


