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I. Introduction

A. John 16:33b (NLT)   “Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, 
because I have overcome the world.”
B. 2 Corinthians 6:4 (NLT)   In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of God. We 
patiently endure troubles and hardships and calamities of every kind.
C. Acts 27:1-2 (NLT) 
D. Acts 27:9-12 (NLT)   

II. Facing Difficulty

A. Ask, “What caused this?”
1. Four causes for difficulty

a. Me
b. Others
c. The devil
d. God

2. Ask God to speak to you about this!
3. Common mistakes

a. Listening to bad advice
i. Acts 27:11 (NLT)  
ii. Listen to what God says!

b. Following the crowd
i. Acts 27:12a (NLT)  

c. Relying on circumstances
i. Acts 27:13 (NLT) 

B. Ask, “What does God want me to learn from this difficulty?”
1. 2 Corinthians 4:17 (NLT)   For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they 
produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!
2. Romans 8:28 (NLT)   And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.

3. Romans 5:3-4 (NLT)   3We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know 

that they help us develop endurance. 4And endurance develops strength of character, and character 
strengthens our confident hope of salvation.

C. Ask, “How should I respond to this?”
1. What happens to you is not nearly as important as what happens in you!

a. Difficulties can cause you to “drift.”
i. Acts 27:15 (NLT)  

b. Difficulties can cause you to “throw in the towel.”
i. Acts 27:18-19 (NLT)   
ii. Acts 27:30-31 (NLT)  

c. Difficulties can cause you to despair.
i. Acts 27:20 (NLT) 
ii. Even in a storm, God is in control!



III. What’s the Right Response to Difficulty?

A. Confess my part
1. Proverbs 28:13 (NLT)   People who conceal their sins will not prosper, but if they confess and turn 
from them, they will receive mercy.

B. Do what you can
1. Acts 27:33-37 (NLT)  

C. Claim a promise
1. Acts 27:25 (NLT)  
2. Acts 27:41-44 (NLT) 
3. Paul’s confidence was in God, not the ship!

IV. Conclusion


