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Worship, the Bible and God’s Grace
I. Introduction

A. Psalm 115:3 (NAS)
II. What Makes Up the Vineyard DNA?

A. The priority of worship
1. Matthew 22:36-37 (NAS)
2. Hebrews 10:19-20 (NAS)

a. In the Old Testament, your experience of God would be strictly through the Priest.
b. The Presence of God was contained behind the veil, and you could never experience it!
c. When Jesus died on the cross, the veil was torn from top to bottom!
d. The “Pneumas” of God
e. That’s our goal when coming to church!
f. Psalm 22:3 (KJV)

3. Hebrews 10:21-22 (NAS)
a. It softens our hearts again toward God, toward hurting people, people far from God, broken 
people, etc.
b. Worship accomplishes things in our hearts that nothing else can!

4. Hebrews 10:23-25 (NAS)
a. Psalm 87:2 (NAS)
b. Without regularly experiencing God’s Presence, you will become more and more lukewarm!

5. “How can I experience more of God’s Presence when I come to church?”
a. Prepare yourself to experience God’s Presence.

i. Pray
a.) Welcome God to come!
b.) For your heart to be ready to receive from God.
c.) For you to be used by God that day!

b. Plan to get to church early!
c. When the service begins, focus on Jesus!

i. That is a choice!
ii. Sing to Him!

B. The authority of the Bible
1. I Thessalonians 2:13 (NAS)
2. The Bible says God’s Word is the final authority for followers of Jesus!
3. Unreliable “authorities”

a. Culture
i. Exodus 23:2a (NAS)

b. Tradition
i. Mark 7:8 (NAS)

c. Reason
i. Proverbs 14:12 (NAS)

d. Personal feelings
4. The Bible is the only reliable authority!

a. II Timothy 3:16-17 (NAS)
b. “I’m accepting the Bible as the final authority for every issue in my life!”
c. The bottom line question that Christians must always come back to when making decisions 
for their life is, “What does the Bible say?”

C. A continual reliance on the Sovereignty and grace of God
1. Augustine vs. Pelagius
2. Pelagius taught that people are able to do the commands of God by their own moral effort.
3. Pelagius: Adam’s choice to sin did not influence anybody else since then. There is no imputation of sin; 
no hereditary transmission of sin. The fall of man injured no one except Adam!

a. “We’re not sinners by nature! We’re not born in sin!” (Pelagius)
4. Romans 5:12 (NAS)
5. The constant call to moral perfection.
6. A “formula” whereby God must respond.

a. Psalm 115:3 (NAS)
b. Charles Finney’s interpretation of revival



i. “If we pray, fast, seek God, put off sin, etc., then God must bring revival!”
ii. Pelagiunism

c. God is always the initiator!
i. John 5:19a, b (NLT)

III. Conclusion


