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23andMe
What’s Our DNA?

Community and Having a Heart
for People Far From God

I. Introduction
A. Recap 3 aspects of our DNA:

1. The priority of worship
2. The authority of the Bible
3. A continual reliance on the Sovereignty and grace of God

II. The Importance of Community
A. We all have a need for community in our lives.

1. John Ortberg said, “… The yearning to attach and connect, to love and be loved, is the fiercest longing of 
the soul.  Our need for community with people and the God who made us is to the human spirit what food and 
air and water are to the human body.”  

2. “We are all looking for that ‘third, great good place’ – where we know others and are known.  The 1st two 
great good places are: home, and either work or school.  But, we all need a ‘Third Place,’ which is like a ‘home 
away from home.’” 

B. The very first church (The church in Jerusalem)
1. Acts 1:15 (NAS)   And at this time Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren (a gathering of about 120 persons 
was there together).
2. Acts 21:20 (NAS)   And when they heard it they began glorifying God; and they said to him, “You see, brother, 
how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed.”

C. Where did they put all those people?
1. Acts 5:42 (NAS)   And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
2. Two types of meetings

a. Large group - - in the Temple Courts 
b. Small group - - from house to house 

D. Both are essential for a strong, healthy, vibrant church!
E. How did they care for so many people?

1. Exodus 18:21 (NAS)   “You shall select out of all the people able men who fear God, men of truth, those who 
hate dishonest gain; and you shall place these over them, as leaders of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and of tens.”

III. An Overwhelming Passion for People Who Are Far From God
A. Luke 19:10 (NAS)   “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
B. We must continually evaluate two questions:

1. What business are we in?
2. How’s business?

C. Matthew 4:18-20 (NAS)   1⁸Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who 

was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 1⁹And He said to them, 

“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 2⁰Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.
1. Jesus was challenging Peter and Andrew to consider changing their whole way of viewing life!
2. “There’s no more important ‘business’ on earth than the people business!”

D. The “business” Jesus was in

1. Luke 4:18-19 (NAS)   1⁸“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE 
GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE 

BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 1⁹TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.”
a. “My call is to minister to people!”

2. Luke 14:12-14 (NAS)   12And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, “When you give a 
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, otherwise they 

may also invite you in return and that will be your repayment. 13But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, the blind, 1⁴and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

a. We are called to be in the business of reaching out to broken people!

3. Luke 15:1-2 (NAS)   1Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. 2Both the 
Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”

a. The lost sheep; lost coin; and the lost (prodigal) son
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b. “People far from God matter to Me!”

4. Luke 19:1-2, 8-10 (NAS)   1He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2And there was a man called by the 

name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was rich. ⁸Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, 
Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four 

times as much.” ⁹And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of 

Abraham. 1⁰For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
a. All people matter to God!

5. Luke 19:45-46 (NAS)   ⁴⁵Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling, ⁴⁶saying to 
them, “It is written, ‘AND MY HOUSE SHALL BE A HOUSE OF PRAYER,’ but you have made it a ROBBERS’ DEN.”

a. “Don’t let the church get wrapped up in any other business than the people business!”
E. What are you doing to go after people far from God?
F. One of the easiest ways for you to be in the people business and make a positive impact for the Kingdom 
of God is for you to continually invite people to church!
G. “Power Evangelism”  

1. Risk-taking is part of who we are in the Vineyard!
2. Every day, pray for divine appointments!

IV. Conclusion


