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What on Earth Am I Here For?
Called to Belong

I. Introduction 

A. God’s first calling for your life: You are called to be loved!

B. God’s second calling for your life: You are called to belong to God’s family!

1. Ephesians 1:5 (NLT)   God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to 
himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.

2. Ephesians 2:19 (NLT)   So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens 
along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family.

3. We are the Church!

II. Three Benefits of Belonging to God’s Family

A. In God’s family, I learn my true identity.

1. Hebrews 2:11 (NLT)   So now Jesus and the ones he makes holy have the same Father. That is why 
Jesus is not ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters.

2. Baptism says that you want to be part of God’s family.

3. Everything that we give to God through our church is invested in helping to change people’s 
lives.

B. In God’s temple, I’m supported by others.

1. Ephesians 2:21 (NLT)   We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord.

C. In a flock, I’m protected and cared for.

1. Psalm 100:3 (NAS)   Know that the LORD Himself is God; it is He who has made us, and not we 
ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

2. Psalm 23 (NAS)   1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green 

pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. 3He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of 

righteousness for His name’s sake. ⁴Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear 

no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. ⁵You prepare a table before me in 

the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. ⁶Surely goodness 
and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

3. I Peter 5:2 (NAS)   Shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, 
but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness.
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4. Hebrews 13:17 (NAS)   Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls 
as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be 
unprofitable for you.

5. Listen to your spiritual leaders!

6. And the best way to begin to belong here is by taking our Newcomers’ Class. And, our next 

Newcomers’ Class is on December 2nd (November 11th at the Peoria campus).

III. Conclusion


